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tt ana me |br me He was a great theologian, jurist and a 


a Iso one of the four Fe Imaams and the founder of 


eae. 


cute 2d Guring the reign of Al-Ma'moon bin Haaroon Ar-Rasheed 
aC wledge ‘the Bid’ah (innovation) of claiming ‘the creation 
’, introduced J by the Mu'tazilah. He, however, ee firm 
trials é and saved the Sunnah from the innovat 


! azilah thouat its. He was the mostly pee ) 


Im aams. He is most famous f 


vf Rep roph t A ea compiled in the A 


1eag in Baal dad on ‘Friday, 


Imaam AHMAD stated: 


‘O people! | have been offering prayer amongst you and | have noticed tt 
some of the praying persons in your Masjid precede the /maam (the Be 
‘of the prayer) in Rukoo' (bowing), Sujood (prostration), rising up and goinc 
into Sujood. There is no prayer for those people who precede the /maan 
(their prayer is invalid). It is proven by the Prophet's hadeeth and by the 
narrations of His Sahaabah, as he 4 )\+ said: 


"Does not one of you fear that if he raises his head before the /muu 
elles may change his head into that of a donkey?” (Bukhaaree & Muslim) 


Another time he Aol said: “into the form (of the head) of a dog.” (ibn 


Hibbaan) Because he performed prayer badly, his prayer is invalid He 
might hope for reward and not fear of atonement, which is that Allaah w 
OR wise his head like the head of a donkey or a dog. 


ae He dock also said which is narrated by Imaam Muslim: 


ct 


ie aa should go in Rukoo’ before you, he should prostrate before 


ania. none of us eet bend his back (to go for 
the Prophet had placed his forehead on the ground 


from His 4+ <4 Companions that they said: “The 
Allaah used fo rise up straight while we were still prostrating 


=~ narrates that he watched a person who preceded th 
him: “You have neither prayed alone nor followed the 


tt is reported from Ibn ‘Umar ra that he looked towards a praying person 
while he was following an Imaam and he said to that man: “You have neither 
prayed alone nor with the /maam’, then struck him and asked him to pray 
again. Of course, if his prayer were acceptable, in the opinion of Ibn ‘Umar, 
he would never have asked him to pray again. 


Hittaan bin ‘Abdullah Ar-Raqaashi stated: “Once, Aboo Moosaa al- 
Ash’aree led us in prayer, and when he was sitting in prayer a man from 
amongst the people said: “Has offering prayer been linked to piety and good 
deeds and zakaah?” When Aboo Moosaa completed the prayer, he left the 
mosque saying: “Which of you said these words?” The people kept silent. 
He then asked them again and they were still silent. He said: “Perhaps it 
was you, O Hittaan?” Hittaan answered: “By Allaah, it was not me who said 
these words, but | feared that you would blame me for it.” Then a man from 
them said: “Il said it, but | intended only good by it.” Aboo Moosaa al- 
Ash’aree said: “Do you not know what to say in your prayer? Indeed the 
Messenger of Allaah addressed us and explained to us our Sunnah and 
what we should say in it." HeA,+2\ stated: 


“When you pray, you should make your rows, then one of you must lead 
the others for prayer, and when he proclaims the takbeer (ie the sayin 
Allaahu Akbar) then say takbeer, and when he recites, be quiet, and Ww 
he says: a4 
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“Not those who earned your wrath nor those who has go ne 
(Qur'aan 1:7) << 


then say: Aameen! And Allaah will reply. The 1 
takbeer for bowing, say takbeer and bow folloy 
Imaam should go into rukoo’ before you and rise’ 
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ne of us would bend his back (to go fo 
ey ied his forehead on the ground.” 


ales that he watched a person who preceded th 
h ave neither prayed alone nor followed the 
é ‘prayer alone nor with the Imam has no! 


f course, if his prayer were acceptable, in the opinion of Ibn ‘Umar, 
1 never have asked him to pray again. 


fittaan bin ‘Abdullah Ar-Raqaashi stated: “Once, Aboo Moosaa_ al- 
sh'aree led us in prayer, and when he was sitting in prayer a man from 


Bie amongst the people said: “Has offering prayer been linked to piety and good 
_ deeds and zakaah?’ When Aboo Moosaa completed the prayer, he left the 
mosque saying: “Which of you said these words?” The people kept silent. 
‘He then asked them again and they were still silent. He said: “Perhaps it 
was you, O Hittaan?” Hittaan answered: “By Allaah, it was not me who said 


these words, but | feared that you would blame me for it.”. Then a man from 
them said: “I said it, but | intended only good by it.” Aboo Moosaa al- 
Ash'aree said: “Do you not know what to say in your prayer? Indeed the 
Messenger of Allaah addressed us and explained to us our Sunnah and 
what we should say in it." Hea, stated: 


he says: 
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then say: Aameen! And Allaah will reply. 
takbeer for bowing, say takbeer and bow foll 
Imaam should go into rukoo’ before you and r 


The Prophets, i+ said: 


“This is followed by that (every act of the Jmaam must be followed by t/ 


action of the followers). When the /maam raises his head from rukoo’ and 


says: Sami Allaahu liman hamida” (Allaah hears the one who praise 
him), then lift your heads and say: “Allaahumma Rabbanaa wa lake 


hamd” (O our Lord! Praise is due to you), for Allaah listens to you. The 
When the Jmaam says the takbeer and prostrates, then say fakbeer and 
prostrate. And when he lifts his head from sujood and says takbeer. \if 


your heads and say takbeer.” He A+ said: 


“This is followed by that. And when he sits, the first thing every « 
_ you should say is: ‘at-tahiyyaatu lillaahi was-salawaatu wat-tayyibaatu 
[tothe end of the tashahhud].”” 


utations are to Allaah, and the prayers, and the good deeds; peac 
ahs mercy and His blessing be upon the Prophet: peace be upon us 
laah's sincere slaves. I bear witness that there is no god exc 
d I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger 


yesaid: “When he says fakbeer, then you say fakbeer. ” 


ind his voice is being heard no more; then say takbeer. Many people mist a and 
un ferstoo od. fe meaning of this fadeeth, and are unaware of its true 
ye not pray properly and are very careless about the Be 
6 takbeer, they also say it before completing the /maam's 
d th oe istake, because they should not say fakbeer until the /maar 


es it. For if he were to say: Allaahu..., and then become ! 
2 consi dered that he had said Al/laahu Akbar. until he had 
| Akbar after which the people would follow the /maan 
takbeer with the /maam is wrong and ignoring the 
eet i For instance, if one were to say: “When so 


aning g is; The follower must wait until the /maam completes his takbeer 


ty ees >." 


make lengthy the takbeer, causing those who follow him to make short their saying 
of Allaahu Akbar, thus saying it before the /maam finishes his takbeer. The follower 
‘who says: ‘Allaahu Akbar’ before the Imaam completes his takbeer invalidates his 


“ifthe itneamn does not have knowledge of figh, due to ignorance of it, he might 


prayer: 
The statement of the Prophet A, =\l+: 


“When the Jmaam says takbeer and bows, then you must say takbeer and 
bow,” means that they should stay standing until the /maam has completed his 
takbeer - and his voice is being heard no more - before the followers bow. 


The saying of the ProphetA-—l ile: “When he (the /maam) raises his head 
and proclaims: Sami’ Allaahu li man hamidah, then raise your head and say 
Allaahumma Rabbanaa wa lakal hamd,” means that the followers should wait, 
keeping themselves in rukoo’ until the /maam has lifted his head and completed his 
saying of Sami’ Allaahu li man hamidah”. 
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head and says takbeer, then leh = a 


The Prophet, i+ said: 


This is followed by that (every act of the Jmaam must be followed by t! 
action of the followers). When the /maam raises his head from ruko 


him), then lift your heads and say: “Allaahumma Rabbanaa wa lab 

hamd~(O our Lord! Praise is due to you), for Allaah listens to you. 1! 

when the /maam says the takbeer and prostrates, then say fukhee) 

prostrate. And when he lifts his head from sujood and says takhbee 
_ your heads and say /akbeer.” He A. ~\\-said: 
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i “This is followed by that. And when he sits, the first thing every one 
fou should say is: ‘al-tahiyyaatu lillaahi was-salawaatu wat-tayyibaalu 
he fend of the tashahhud].°” 


llaah's sincere slaves. I bear witness that there is no i exc 
‘1 bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and ieeence 


d the meaning of this hadeeth, and are unaware of its | 
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says: Sami Allaahu liman hamida” (Allaah hears the one who praise 


ice is ting heard no more; then say takbeer. Many people metok and 


do not pray ee and are very careless about x prayer 


Pp to him: not speak to him while he is offering prayer. Similarly, Allaah's 
nger ann Said: “When he (the Imaam) says takbeer, then you say 


If the Imaam does not have knowledge of figh, due to ignorance of it, he might 
make lengthy the takbeer, causing those who follow him to make short their saying 
of Allaahu Akbar, thus saying it before the Imaam finishes his takbeer. The follower 


who ‘says: ‘Allaahu Akbar before the /maam completes his takbeer invalidates his 
prayer. 


The statement of the Prophet a. =)L+: 


“When the Jmaam says takbeer and bows, then you must say takbeer and 
bow,” means that they should stay standing until the /maam has completed his 
takbeer - and his voice is being heard no more - before the followers bow. 


The saying of the ProphetA+— ile: “When he (the /maam) raises his head 
and proclaims: Sami’ Allaahu li man hamidah, then raise your head and say 
Allaahumma Rabbanaa wa lakal hamd,” means that the followers should wait, 
keeping themselves in rukoo’ until the Imaam has lifted his head and completed his 
saying of Sami’ Allaahu fi man hamidah’. 


His A+ =)le words: “When the Jmaam says takbeer and goes in sujor 
means that the followers of the prayer should remain standing until he pro ocla 
takbeer and goes in sujood while placing his head on the floor; then t 
followers) should follow him. This is documented in a narration reported fron 
bin ‘Aazib, andi al aforementioned manners are confirmed by the saying 


should keep prostrating ‘until the Imaam has lifted his 
saying of Allaahu Akbar, and his voice is not bei 
followers should follow him and lift their heads. i 


The statement of the ProphetA.— sie: “This is followed by that” cites ever 
rising and going down, and this is the perfect prayer. Think about this!! Look at 
and make your prayer proper and know that most of the people's prayers are 
invalid, for they precede the /maam in rukoo’, sujood, rising up and gong down 


It was recounted in a hadeeth: 


“The time will come when the people will offer prayer, but they will no! 
offer it (their prayers will be unaccepted).” 


| fear that that time is ours. If you were to pray in one hundred mosques, 
would not observe even a single one where the prayer is offered according to the 
Sunnah of the Prophets.’ il- and his Sahaabah. So fear Allaah and observe 


your prayer and that of the one offering prayer beside you. You should be awar: 
that if a person offers prayer correctly and completely and notices another w 
prays improperly, losing it, preceding the /maam in it, and he keeps quiet and doe: 
not tell him, nor prevent him from doing so, nor teach him the proper way o’ 
praying, then he is also branded a failure in not doing so, and participates in hi 
mistake and in his wrongdoing. So we can say that the one who prays perfect! 
partner of the person who offers prayer improperly and badly, if he does not forbid 
him by teaching him. Bilaal bin Sa’d stated: “The sin which is hidden harms no on 
_ except the one who commits it, but if it is manifest and no one changes It, then | 
asin which will destroy the whole nation.” (Ibn Hazam) 


lis is due to carelessness from their duties and negligence from the 
sibilities, which should be to change and show disapproval for the one 
n public, 


rant man when he does not teach him.” (Aboo Ya'laa) 


ar Allaah i in all your circumstances, particularly your prayer And fea ar 
advising the ignorant, for it is an obligatory and an essent 
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‘require nt and whoever fails to do so is a wrongdoer. So teach the people in your 


maine fo pray perfectly, and neither to say takbeer before the Imaam's 
Saying, nor to bow before him, nor to rise up or bend before him. You must know 
that this is the perfect, complete and proper prayer, and it is an essential requisite. 
This ts reported from the Propheta.—’ ~il- and his Sahaabah. 


It is the strangest thing to observe a man in his house who, upon hearing the 
Adhaan (call to prayer), gets up because of fear of his Lord, and make himself 
ready, then leaves his home for the prayer, only to offer the prayer (and for no other 
motive) - he might be leaving his house on a dark, rainy night, squelching through 
mud and walking through water and wetting his clothes. If it is the summer season, 
he risks scorpions or other venomous animals (snakes and other insects) in the 
dark. Additionally, he might be sick or weak, but despite of all these risks he does 
not abandon the mosque. And he tolerates all these things due to his yeaming for 
prayer and his pure love for it. Only prayer persuades him to leave his house in 
such circumstances. 


But when the Imaam starts the prayer, Shaytaan deceives him, and he precedes 
the /maam in rukoo’, sujood, in rising up and going down. This is the illusion of 
Shaytaan, who wants to nullify his prayer. Then he comes out the mosque and 
there is no reward of the prayer for him. 


Another amazing thing is that all the followers of the leading /maam agree, the 
one is permitted to finish the prayer until the /maam finishes it - all of n 

the /maam completes the words As-salaamu ‘alaykum wa rahmat 
this, however, all of the followers (except as Allaah wishes) ret 
rukoo’, Sujood, rising up and going down, due to the dece 

is the motive of the prayer being incomplete and careless. — 
Islam, and it was reported in the following hadee' 


“There is no share in Islaam for a pe 
Tabaraani said: “This is in fact the stat 


So, every one who offers prayer incor : 
negligent in his Islaam; and his share in islam 
his love for Islaam is equivalent to his liking of the 


So, know yourself, O servants of Allaah, and knowth rat 
the measure of your Islaam are according to your lot i inp 


‘and make your prayer proper and know that most of the people's prayers are 
7. invalid, for they precede the /maam in rukoo’, sujood, rising up and gong down 


a “twas fecounied | in a hadeeth: 


Bak aE _“Thetime will come when the people will offer prayer, but they wil! not 
ne, offer it (their prayers will be unaccepted).” 


M3 eer that that time is ours. If you were to pray in one hundred mosques, \ 
would not observe even a single one where the prayer is offered according to the 
“s of the ProphetA.—t =) and his Sahaabah. So fear Allaah and obser 
‘and that of the one offering prayer beside you. You should be aware 
person offers prayer correctly and completely and notices another wh 
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|his wrongdoing. So we can say that the one who prays perfectly is 2 
person who offers prayer improperly and badly, if he does not forbic 
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he Holy Propheta-, ile Said: “Woe to the scholar fron 
hen he does not teach him.” (Aboo Ya'laa) 


olar teaching an ignorant man is obligatory, rather than 
nthe Prophet, ~i1 would not have condemned 
the scholar. .!" due to his silence and failure to advise 
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The statement of the ProphetA+— ile. “This is followed by that” cites every 
Tising and going down, and this is the perfect prayer. Think about this!! Look at ; 
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requir ement and: whoever fails to do so is a wrongdoer. So teach the people in your 
mosque how to pray perfectly, and neither to say takbeer before the Imaam’s 


‘saying, nor to bow before him, nor to rise up or bend before him. You must know 


hat this is is the perfect, complete and proper prayer, and it is an essential requisite. 


This is reported from the Propheta-_ ~il- and his Sahaabah. 


a ‘Iti is the strangest thing to observe a man in his house who, upon hearing the 
. Adhaan (call to prayer), gets up because of fear of his Lord, and make himself 


ready, then leaves his home for the prayer, only to offer the prayer (and for no other 
motive) - he might be leaving his house on a dark, rainy night, squelching through 


tmud and walking through water and wetting his clothes. If it is the summer season, 


he risks scorpions or other Venomous animals (snakes and other insects) in the 
dark. Additionally, he might be sick or weak, but despite of all these risks he does 


‘not abandon the mosque. And he tolerates all these things due to his yeaming for 
‘Prayer and his pure love for it. Only prayer persuades him to leave his house in 
‘such circumstances. 


But when the /maam starts the prayer, Shaytaan deceives him, and he precedes 
the /maam in rukoo’, sujood, in rising up and going down. This is the illusion of 
Shaytaan, who wants to nullify his prayer. Then he comes out the mosque and 
there is no reward of the prayer for him. 


Another amazing thing is that all the followers of the leading Imaam agree, that 
one is permitted to finish the prayer until the /maam finishes it - all of them 
the Imaam completes the words As-salaamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullaah 
this, however, all of the followers (except as Allaah wishes) pre ‘th 
rukOo’, Sujood, rising up and going down, due to the decepti 


So, know yourself, O servants of Allaah, and know that yot share | 
the measure of your Islaam are according to your lot | in prayer and the 


it’ Therefore; take care that you do not meet Allaah whilst your Islan 
meaningless, for the measure of one's Islaam is found in the heart 


The Propheta..)l- stated: 
“Prayer is a pillar of Islaam.” (Ahmad, Bayhaqee) 


Do you not know that the poles support a tent? If the pole falls, the tent falls too 
the ropes and pegs of the tent will not support it. If the pole is fixed in its place the 
the pegs and the ropes will also help. Similarly, the prayer has this position 
\slaam. 


So look - May Allaah be merciful with you - think and complete your prayer anc 
fear Allaah in it. Help one another concerning prayer and teach one another how ! 
perform it perfectly and remind one another of the mistakes occurring during prayer 
‘and forgetfulness during it, for Allaah has ordered you to help one another \ 
eo and in piety; and prayer is the best deed of righteousness 


Ef “The Hy Prophets ile said: | 


should be aware that Allaah has honoured the virtue and importance of the prayer 
in the Holy Quraan. He {t5,, «. respected and graded its people. He jw, 
has” singled out the prayer with special mentioning in the Holy Quraan, from the 
various kinds of worship, referring to it in innumerable places. He has specially 
encouraged us to offer it, by describing for us the pious deeds whose reward is the 
Garden of the Paradise - the first of which mentioned being prayer and the last of 
which also being prayer. Allaah the eidlmighty said: 
oe ~ “0% 


Oimsie genus oN apse 


The Believers must eee win through - those es humble 
themselves in their prayers. (Qur'aan 23:1-2) 


Admiring the believers, Allaah the Almighty begins with their prayer, praising them 
by it. Then He swt mentions their pure deeds; their charitable deeds, which are 
pleasing to Him. So, He jus, «. admired them with Te words: 
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And those who faithfully observe their trust and their covenants. And: 


(strictly) guard their prayers. Those will be the heirs, who wil 
Paradise; they will dwell therein (forever)."(Quraan 2 ; 8-4 


Allaah has promised these people - who do such nobl 
which are pleasing to him — the eternal life of Para 
twice. Then Allaah censures all mankind, dis; 
them with wickedness, impatience and fret 
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Truly man was created very impatient - - fretful: 
niggardly when good reaches him. Not so those. deve 
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and remind one another of the mistakes occurring during prayer 
during it, for Allaah has ordered you to help one another | 
Piety; and prayer is the best deed of righteousness 


se cle said: 


[will be lost from your religion is reliance and the |. 


‘Last Day. If the prayer is the last thing to be lost in 
ri lost, all will be lost. Let the one who is careless 
mectly and anticipates the /maam, be aware, tha 

$ prayer is destroyed, then so is his Islaam 


ny in prayer, and in all your circumstances 
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Admiring the believers, Allaah the Almighty begins with their prayer, praising them 
by it. Then He swt mentions their pure deeds; their charitable deeds, which are 
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) (Qur'aan 70:19-25) e: We: vide it for you. But the (fruit of the) Hereafter is 
aes hteousness. (Qur'aan 20:132) 


a on pce’ een are pleasing to rophet Ao. soba order his kith and kin to pray and to be 
nmanded all believers to turn to Him with patience 


O ins the a with ee as He said: 
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e! Seek el aes patient ieee ance and prayer: for 
th th coset peatiently persevere. (Qur'aan 2:153) 


re cd the ® Children of Israel to seek his assistance with 
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) the Allaah the Almighty asks his beloved nce C f steadfastness and forbearance in the wisdom and 


, als Particularly mentioning the prayer fron — enc dowed to his beloved Friend Ibraaheem, and also 
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5 prayers. (Qur'aan 21:73) 
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there f ollowed a posterity who missed prayers and followed 
sts: soon then will they face destruction. (Qur'aan 19:59) 
or fe n wishes causes committing all kinds of disobedience; 
+ has branded them with all manners of disobedience 
in their prayer. All of the above mentioned is what 
“the greatness of prayer, putting it before all good deeds 
s times for special mention and making it obligatory upon 


heta,b xi+to offer it from the beginning of his 
ather deeds - and the aaa made it obligatory 


ur prayer, and fear Him regarding that which is 
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cicero one day with you and | was unable to say “Subhaana ide al 
hree times in bowing and prostrating, and this was on account of the 
the Imaam. He neither permitted himself, nor the followers to take their 
3 rushed in his prayer. So tell him that the Imaam - if he offers 
‘will receive the reward of his own prayer and the equivalent to the 
Swers. But if he offers prayer incorrectly, he will bear the sin of his 
Imaam Hasan al-Basree stated: “The least tasbeeh (Subhaana 
‘or Subhaana rabbee al-A’laa) is three times, the midst tasbeeh 
nthe perfect fasbeeh is seven times. So the least number of 
In naam should repeat in rukoo’ is three times, and the least number 
jood should also be three times. He should not rush through it 


lamd, mil’ assamaawaati wa mil’ alardh wa mil'a ma shita 
naani a limaa aatayta wa laa mutiya limaa manaata, wa /aa 


jadd” 


e to you: Filling the heavens and the earth, and filling 
"No one can stop what you grant, and no one can give 


was said: he has forgotten.” i haarce and 
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a mong the people, although it is obligatory upon 
fting his head from rukoo’, nor should he say 
Ny. he should Say it psen' and carefully without 


hat the people also can do likewise before he 
it move quickly, making sujood a second time 
Causing the people to precede the Imaam and 
er. if this happens against the way of the 
wil bear the sin Bauivalent to the followers and 


the Imaam is a guardian for those who follow him in 
ant thing for the Imaam to advise his followers in 
ceding him in rukoo’ and sujood or from doing 
should order them to ensure that their rukoo’, 

be after him, and he should correct their manner 
> can be a guardian over them, because on the 
even. 


The meaning is: The reciters. the noble men of those who kno W ther Lord a 


then your hearts will be irregular” (Aboo 
fear him, who take pains im thes prayer and those of the ‘0 


lowers of the imaam 
and who are fearful of commiting sins of their own or of ther followers > prayer # ee. 
they offer prayer incorrectly. And the qurraa’ are those who have memonsed the BS NOt iN line, heA-».’ t+ said 


icv 
SANE, nt thoce who jest memorised i Se 
prayer shoulder-to-shoulder, for if you 
ill put disagreement in your hearts” 
wood) 


ed. the most perfect people by this Quraan are those who put it m 
“their daily life.” 


He who leads the people iN prayer should be most knowiedaeabie amon gsi them 

Allaah, and the most fearful. This is an obligation upon them ft 
lik ‘this, their prayer is purification for them. but if they ignore this obligation ~ 
emai in a Slate of ignorance, rebuttal and imperfection in their |slaam_far from 

ah and from his happiness, and from his Paradise. Allaah showers his mercy 
those who take care in their offering of the prayer and in their religion. so they 
ut forth the best of them, following by this means, the sunnah of the 
+ i}, seeking in this way the closeness of Allaah 


Nelosing the ranks is a compulsory part of the 
pncy in prayer It is reported from ‘Umar ra that 
nol pronounce the takbeer until a man came 
y that the rows were in order, and he would tell 
lines”, then he would say “Allaahu Akbar 


- 


in Abdul ‘Azeez similar to this. And it is narrated 
hes and that he used to rap their shins with a stick 
your imaam, O servant of Allaah, not to say takbeer as soon as he stands 8 scholars say that this must have happened 
until he has looked at his right and left. He should notice that the line of fopnetA,—’ iat the time of the iqaamah, pnor to 
fs 1S Straight and that their shoulders are in line; he must ask them to a narration informs us 

ineir lines, and to stand up shoulder to shoulder. and he must oboe 


after the Prophet's A, death excel | 


: to shoulder. You shoul ‘edness in t 
shoulder uld be aware that crookedness in the F (Taareekh of Tabaree) 


nes nsuring that the shoulders of the followers are in line means that the 
effect and complete. And in the same manner, a gap between each 
;means that the prayer is not perfect and complete. So be careful 
is reported from the Prophet 4.4 — ibe. 


ma, in the reign Aboo Bakr ra, he and 
asked him to pronounce the adhaara 
n they heard the voice of Bilaal calling 

not heard him calling for prayer 
eir hearts were filled with a sef 
, and his adhaan for pra 


J together in your rows, bring them near one another, and 
ck. for by Him in Whose hand my soul is, | see the Devi 
1 the Openings in the row just like a small black sheep.” 


e, Aboo Daawood, Nasaa’ee, Ibn Khuzaimah) “The Prophet A+ <i 
: among them - by his ¢ 
‘that whenever he A. ~ilvied the prayer, he Ast it~ would upset and started 
unti il he had looked to the right and the left and had ordered them from their houses 
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The meaning is: The reciters, the noble men of those who know their Lord and 
fear him, who take pains in their prayer and those of the followers of the /maam, 
and who are fearful of committing sins of their own or of their followers in prayer, if 
i they offer prayer incorrectly. And the qurraa’ are those who have memonsed the 
Wy Quraan and act upon it, not those who just memorised it. It is narrated 


“Indeed, the most perfect people by this Quraan are those who put it in 
their daily life.” 


| He who leads the people in prayer should be most knowledgeable amongst them 
} conceming Allaah, and the most fearful. This is an obligation upon them. !f they do 
like this, their prayer is purification for them, but if they ignore this obligation, they 
remain in a state of ignorance, rebuttal and imperfection in their Islaam, far from 
Allaah and from his happiness, and from his Paradise. Allaah showers his mercy 
upon those who take care in their offering of the prayer and in their religion, so they 
"Should put forth the best of them, following by this means, the sunnah of the 
ee Prophets.— ~il, seeking in this way the closeness of Allaah. 


) ask your Imaam, O servant of Allaah, not to say takbeer as soon as he stands 
ayer, until he has looked at his right and left. He should notice that the line of 
lowers 1s straight and that their shoulders are in line; he must ask them to 
aighten their lines, and to stand up shoulder to shoulder; and he must observe 


and shoulder to shoulder. You should be aware that crookedness in the 
id not ensuring that the shoulders of the followers are in line means that the 
hot perfect and complete. And in the same manner, a gap between each 
‘means that the prayer is not perfect and complete. So be careful 


a= 
Ua) 


ugh the openings in the row just like a small black sheep.” 


18 


lar, for then your hearts will be irregular.” (Aboo 
Ose chest was not in line, he A, ~iL+ said: 

_ = — 
You to offer prayer shoulder-to-shoulder, for if you 
iiaah will put disagreement in your hearts.” 
Aboo Daawood) 


sand closing the ranks is a compulsory part of the 
iMdeficiency in prayer. It is reported from ‘Umar ra that 
he would not pronounce the takbeer until a man came 
to assure that the rows were in order, and he would tell 
Bned their lines”; then he would say “Allaahu Akbar.” 


r bin ‘Abdul ‘Azeez similar to this. And it is narrated 
B lines and that he used to rap their shins with a stick 


ne of the scholars say that this must have happened 


zt =|Leasked him to pronounce the adhaanl 


en they heard the voice of Bilal calling 
had not heard him calling for prayer si 
- their hearts were filled with a sensei 
4 site, and his adhaan for prayer 
2m said: “The Prophet A+—b =/k2" 
ised among them - by his call =; 
/ became upset and started to ¢ 
ut from their houses, longing 
vaan. And when Bilaal prone 


ne unable to continue. Some of th 
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is due to his mind becoming blurred out of love for the Prophet. rack x/Leand hig 
missing him too much.” May Allaah shower His mercy upon Bilal and all of the 


Muhaajiroon and the Ansaar, and may He (ui, «. associate us with those who _ 


follow them with true, pure and the best of the belief. So fear Allaah - O Society of 
Believers - and perfect your prayer, and act upon the Sunnah of the 
ProphetAs— xiL- and his Sahaabah in it. This is a required responsibility upon 
you. 


Allaah {t3, <t— has promised those who follow them His happiness, and an 
everlasting residence in Beatie. He jus, «— said: 


Sat oA Oe ABA A 484 


AB siayc os BS es 


“a Peaipyalre US) 

The vanguard (of Islaam) - the first of those who forsook (their homes) and 
of those who gave them aid and (also) those who follow them in (all) good 
deeds - well pleased is Allaah with them as are they with Him. For them He 
iS prepared gardens underneath which rivers flow to dwell therein for ever: 
a is the supreme felicity. (Qur’aan 9:100) 


ae the Muhaajiroon and Ansaar is obligatory red the Muslims until the Last 


ation and put their hands on the floor before their knees, and when they 
20 


as hahhud, they lift their knees from the floor before 
orrect.” It opposes the opinion of the jurists; it is 
e a er knees on the floor; then their hands, when they 
id When they are standing up, they should raise their 
nis what has come to us from the Prophet ~/ 
and | event whomsoever you notice doing opposite to 
D rise on the tips of his toes and not to put one foot 
liked. It is reported from ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Abbaas 

1 front of the other when one stands nullifies the 


D fix his sight on the place where he puts his forehead 
se his sight towards the sky, nor to look to both 
titis disliked. It has even been stated that it spoils 
should put his fingers level to his ears, and he 
directing towards the Ka'bah. He should also 

‘aWay from both of his sides, and not touch them 


D aa\ 00 narrate that: 


| pro: : ate. if a lamb had passed under his arm 
(Mu lim and Aboo Daawood) 


[ atec manner in which he lifted his elbows 


a & Haakim). ve 
ands before his knees. Sheikh ¢ 
t this correct way, are unauthe 
zi lift his knees from the ground ) 
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is due to his mind becoming blurred out of love for the Prophet A. ~/-and his 
missing him too much.” May Allaah shower His mercy upon Bilaal and all of the 
Muhaajiroon and the Ansaar, and may He ,{i, . associate us with those who 
follow them with true, pure and the best of the belief. So fear Allaah - O Society of 
Believers - and perfect your prayer, and act upon the Sunnah of the 
Propheta,—’ i+ and his Sahaabah in it. This is a required responsibility upon 
you. 


Allaah jt, <— has promised those who follow them His happiness, and an 
everlasting residence in Paradise. He {Wi , .. said: 


fer pier 7 ASE 4 
GAG EY GS NGI igo 
SZ K4r pore Dor oper sat bP A-Ze 


SE ipa ies a hs 
isos GN 5 


oO: AA pets 
The vanguard (of Islaam) - the first of those who forsook (their homes) and 
of those who gave them aid and (also) those who follow them in (all) good 
deeds - well pleased is Allaah with them as are they with Him. For them He 
has prepared gardens underneath which rivers flow to dwell therein for ever: 
tis the supreme felicity. (Qur'aan 9:100) 


y 2B ent ee his breath becomes normal, before bowing: and he should refrain aa 


a 


Sen Tecitation to the takbeer of bowing without a pause in between 
eG all) a lot of the people ignore to do SO, seer those whom Allaah wills. And 


ee ation and put their hands on the floor before their knees. a when t A 
20 


rth e fashahhud, they lift their knees from the floor before 
Sorrect.” It opposes the opinion of the jurists; it is 
eir knees on the floor, then their hands, when they 
id when they are standing up, they should raise their 
his is is what has come to us from the Propheta.— L- 
0 anc d prevent whomsoever you notice doing opposit e to 
S) to rise on the tips of his toes and not to put one foot 
liked. It is reported from ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Abbaas 
| front of the other when one stands nullifies the 


O fix his sight on the place where he puts his forehead 
yraise his sight towards the sky, nor to look to both 
itis disliked. It has even been stated that it spoils 
should put his fingers level to his ears, and he 
» directing towards the Ka'bah. He should also 
$ away from both of his sides, and not touch them 


Daawood narrate that: 


rostrate, if a lamb had passed under his arms if 
Muslim and Aboo Daawood) 


inion about placing the knees t 
Daraqutnee & Haakim). Many a 
ds before his knees. Sheikh a 


So offer your prostration correctly - May Allaah be merciful with you - and do not 


miss anything. It is narrated in a hadeeth: ds a sutrah, let him stand close to it, 


een him and it.” (Bukhaaree, Aboo 
“Indeed, a slave prostrates upon seven parts of his body.” (Bukhaaree 


and Aboo Daawood) 


For, if any part does not touch the ground it curses him. It is also obligatory upon | 
him whilst bowing, to hold his knees with his hands and place his fingers whilst 
extending them, and lean upon his upper arms and forearms and to keep his back 
Straight; and he must not raise his head nor lower it. It is narrated concerning the © 


Holy Prophetas— ~iL-: 


iss inside the sutrah, but if he persists, then 
in.” (Aboo Daawood) 


) pass i in front of a praying person, the Prophet 
im anded the praying person to strike him. This 
uch al "act of disobedience as passing in front of a 
is oan ‘clear that it is an act of disobedience for the 
He go stated: 


“When he was in rukoo’, if a glass of water had been put on his back, it 
would not have moved from its place.” (Ahmad) 


This was because of the straightness of his back and the particular way in which 
_ heused to bow. Therefore, offer your payer perfectly - may Allaah be merciful with 
_ you - and perfect its rukoo’ and its sujood and know its limits. It is narrated 


Ss ing in front of one who is praying, he would 
for Cannot remember whether he said days 


; indeed, When a servant prays and offers his prayer perfectly, it is raised bass in front of him." (Bukhaaree, Muslim, Aboo 


and decorated, and when it accesses the doors of the heavens, they are 
ed for it and it intercedes on his behalf, saying: “May Allaah protect 
as you have protected me.” But if he offers prayer imperfectly, not 
Scting its bowing nor its prostration, nor is he careful about its limits, it 


‘up and it is darkened and it says: “May Allaah destroy you as you it ill narrate to you what | heard and saw from/ 


was as with Aboo Saeed and he was offering pra} 
cealed him from the people, when a yo 


0 obli igatory upon a man, when he sits for the fashahhud, to sit on his | 


ae 


? ats be directed to the Ka'bah also. His right hand Pr ep ut 
1 and he should point with his index finger while forming his thumb 
r into a circle, and making a fist with the other fingers 


me 23 


= 


tN 
to 


So offer your prostration correctly - May Allaah be merciful with you - and do not’ ; 
miss anything. It is narrated in a hadeeth: ids a sutrah, let him stand close to it, 
“Indeed, a slave prostrates upon seven parts of his body.” (Bukhaaree 7 
and Aboo Daawood) 


For, if any part does not touch the ground it curses him. It is also obligatory upon | 
him whilst bowing, to hold his knees with his hands and place his fingers whilst 
extending them, and lean upon his upper arms and forearms and to keep his back 
straight; and he must not raise his head nor lower it. It is narrated conceming the 


Holy Prophetas— !Le: 


inside the surah, but if he persists, then 
* (Aboo Daawood) 


u nanded the praying person to strike him. This 


“When he was in rukoo’, if a glass of water had been put on his back, it § ni 
act of disobedience as passing in front of a 


would not have moved from its place.” (Ahmad) 


This was because of the straightness of his back and the particular way in which — 0. He Ao al stated: 
he used to bow. Therefore, offer your payer perfectly - may Allaah be merciful with — SS 
you - and perfect its rukoo’ and its sujood and know its limits. It is narrated Saeemieinifront of one who is praying, he would 
arrator cannot remember whether he said days, 
“Indeed, when a servant prays and offers his prayer perfectly, it is raised ereront of him." (Bukhaare 4 ce as 
‘up and decorated, and when it accesses the doors of the heavens, they are a eee. 
opened for it and it intercedes on his behalf, saying: “May Allaah protect 
you as you have protected me.” But if he offers prayer imperfectly, not 
erfecting its bowing nor its peeaeuon t nor Is Be careful about its limits, it 


ed to pass in front of Aboo Saeed. 
0 | Saeed struck him harder. The | 


SO} acai prayer towards a Sutrah (a barrier), he should pray near to it pe 
2d. He : should not let ayore pass in front of him inside the sutrah, for it fe he goes out for Fajr prayer, to 0 


the mosque. And it is pre | 
23 | 


remember Allaah between the two rak’aat in the house, and the Fajr prayer. Ang 
he should refrain from talking except for what is necessary, like teaching the 
ignorant and correcting him, and asking him to perform what is necessary for the 
, praying person, and preventing him from the sinful actions, because that is an 


| obligation. Doing what is compulsory is greater and more rewarding than 
q) remembering Allaah, which is optional. It is narrated that the Prophet Al 2). 


| said: 


“No optional deed of worship is acceptable until the obligatory has been 
performed.” (Bukhaaree, Muslim, Tirmidhee) 


It is preferred for a person, when he adventures for the mosque, that he should go 
with fear and humbleness, and he should be solemn and silent. When he reaches 
the mosque he should pray with the congregation and if he has missed a part of the 
_ prayer, he must make it up at the end. It is narrated that the Prophet, _ |e 


would order his Companions to come solemnly and peacefully to the mosque 
(Bukhaaree, Muslim and Aboo Daawood) 
wae aye 


nce, there is no objection to ones rushing a little, if he fears nt 
ling takbeer of the prayer, so long as that rush is not exaggerated as t 
ed. For it is recounted from the Sahaabah that: 


/ would hurry a little if they feared of missing the opening Takbeer.” 


ould know - May Allaah be merciful with you - that when the slave 
es from his house for the mosque, he is going to meet Allaah - the 
Tesistible, the Omnipotent, the Almighty, the Most Forgiving - 
> that nothing is secret from Allaah, whatever ” pent be, and 


fc om him, nor some eihing smaller, nor larger, in the seven earths 
fen heavens, in the seven seas or the high mountains, fixed and 
1 indeed, the mosque to which he comes is one of Allaah’s 
Wishes only for (the pleasure of) Allaah and he goes out only 
ah house. Allaah the Almighty said 


‘in the evenings (again and again), by men whom neither 
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ca 1 divert from the Remembrance of Allaah, nor 
nor from the practice of regular Charity: T heir (only) 


you leaves his house for the mosque he should say 
e nembrance of Allaah. He Sfould adventure hid 


| ity towards Allaah. For the more humble, the more 
nt he is to Allaah, the more virtuous and righteous 
anc the greater becomes his reward, and the more 

pmes the praying man. But he should not be filled 
e Allaah will destroy him and will reject his deeds, as the 
er acceptable. 


a/Prophet Ibraaheem as, Allaah's Friend, that he spent all the 
ne embr ng Allaah swt, and in the moming, he was happy with 
and he said: “How Great is the Lord of Ibraaheem and how 
2 On the next day, he did not find anyone to share his 
share his food — so he went outside to the road withil 


row 8 Rabb to flow the spring again." a al 


is at in your prayer. Shoule 
a} peau know Allaah, i ‘4 


ats 
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Slee errs Peataets 


May Allaah be merciful with you - should stand for 
je in front of him; for though he may not see 
eS. him. It has been related that Allaah’s 
d @ man, saying: 


him to be excessive in his humbleness and humility towards Allaah (7, .. . Itis 
narrated: 


“Certainly, Allaah {us , «. revealed to ‘Eesaa, the son of Maryam as: ‘When you 
stand before Me, do so in meekness and humility, humbling yourself (before Me), 
for it is more appropriate for it (your soul) to be humble. And when you invoke Me, 
let the parts of your body tremble.” It is also narrated that Allaah swt revealed to 
Moosaa as something similar to this. So what is better and more correct for you, 0 
Servant of Allaah, than that you humble yourself when you stand before Allaah?” 


© Him; for of course, though you may not see 
us (Similarly worded report in Bukhaaree and 


@ 
T 


Bt to the slave in all his matters, so what about when 
in front of Allaah, in an special place, a holy place 


It is related relative to Muhammad bin Seereen, that when he stood for praying, the 
5 fa € towards Him jis, «. It is narrated 


blood would drain from his face, so great was his fear of Allaah (ui, .. and his 
awe of Him; and it is narrated by Muslim bin Yassar al-Basree: “When he offered 
prayer he was unaware of any sound, so engaged was he with his prayer, and he 
was very fearful of Allaah.” 


fen he starts his prayer, should turn his face 
should not turn it away from Him swt until he 
ght a nd left (Saying the ending words “Assalaamu 
It has also been related from ‘Aamir Al-'Anbaree - who is known as ‘Aamir bin Ahm ad, Aboo Daawood and Nasaa’ee) 
‘Abdu Qais - that he said: “That a number of daggers be struck between my % 
shoulders is more preferable to me than to think about worldly affairs when | am 1 a hadeeth: 

_ offering prayer.” oe 

Sng as he is in prayer, possesses three qualities: 
his head from the heavens, the angels sit 
folthe heavens and a caller says: ‘If the servant 
his utterances, he will never leave his prayer. 
lirwazee in “Kitaab us-Salaah’) 


‘And it is also related from Sa’eed Ibn Mu’aaz that he said: ‘/ have never 
sag! performed a prayer in which | thought about the matters of this world, until | 
a. “a from the mosque.” 


onthe performer of the prayer who offers prayer# 
nility towards Allaah ji, <.—, in fear and calling: 
id in hope of His Mercy, praying to His Lord, hi 
ting his whispered talking to Him, and his star 
1d his ; prostration, attending fully to his hear 
rfect his acts of worship, for he knows not ¥ 
whether he will be overtaken by dea 
@ his Lord seriously, with deep fee 
I might be rejected, for truly, its ac 
ction is a reason of misery and 
artant to you, oh my brother, in this praye 
rat s more worthy of your grief and distre 
‘ou do not know whether your prayer Wi 


with Allaah {t3, <.— at all, nor whether any one of your good actions will be 
accepted. Do you know if your sins will be forgiven at all? After all this ou have 
no guarantee that you will escape from the punishment of the Hell. So who is 
worthier of your weeping and grief than Allaah that He may accept from you your 
actions? Additionally to this, you do not know whether or not you will awaken in the 
moming, nor whether you will still be here in the evening - will you be given the 
good tidings of Paradise, or the bad news of the Hell-fire? | only want to warn you 
oh my brother, of this fearful hazard. It is not good that you should be happy 
because of your kith and kin, your wealth or your children. It is the most 
astonishing thing that you should carry on being inattentive, running after vain \usts 
wasting your time in neglecting these most important affairs, for you are being 
driven at a barbaric pace towards death, day and night, hour-by-hour, like the wink 
of an eye. You should expect, oh my brother, your time - death may come at any 
moment; do not be careless of this great danger which may meet you. Most surely 
you must at last taste death. Your time of death may come in the morning or inthe 4 
evening. You will be separated from all that you owned - either you w - “Mavevourtmother ispossess you! Do not the Jews and the Christians 
rewarded with Paradise or punished in the Hell. Narrations and stories of both o ach their < lel forah and the Injeel?” Replied the man: “Yes, oh 
these are plenteous. Oh my brother! Did you not hear the words of the pic RAG ETETT 7 

Slave: “| am surprised about the Hell-fire. The one who would run away from it BS : 

how does he sleep? And | am surprised concerning the Paradise. The one who Dane IMesse (Ahmad, Ibn Maajah, Tirmidhec 
desires it - how does he sleep? For, by Allaah swt! If you neither desire Paradise Pisin a 

nor fear the Hell-fire, then you are destroyed and grievious will be your sorroy 

ceaseless your grief and without limit your tears; you will be one of the distressed Win the religious matters generally, and in offering of theif 
tne punished ones. So if you claim that you are one of those who ask protectio vers particular! The can be classified into three categories, two of which da 
from the Fire and desire Paradise, then attempt for that which you seek and do not ‘not perfo , fall) The first includes: the Khawaarij (the misguided sect f 
be misguided by your worldly lusts.” Know - may Allaah be merciful which you - ey nists OSE their views by force) the Rawaafid (the extreme Shelia 
that Islaam is in retreat, knowledge is decreasing and disappearing (Waa 
narrated from the Prophet A+—4 iL that He said: 


an except its words.” (Bayhagee) 


Muslims in the mosques as they brand us ne: 


“Islaam started with only a few believers and it will again be as ie Us of ignoring the way of Islaam. The second group 
fun after vain desires and lusts, who spend theint 


when it started.” (Muslim and Tirmidhee) Wa those who r 
de ings, ‘drinking alcoholic beverages and doing evil dee¢ 


f the Jamaa’ah - the true group of the Muslin 
al prayers when they hear the Adhaan. Thi 
het in their mosques. They are the best of be 


It has also been narrated that he Al ~i/- said: 


“The best of my nation is the generation to whom | was sent, the 
who would come after them, then those who would come after the 
those who would come after them - and the rest would get worse unt 
Last Day.” (similar hadeeth in Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


with Allaah jj, <.— at all, nor whether any one of your good actions will be 
accepted. Do you know if your sins will be forgiven at all? After all this you have 
no guarantee that you will escape from the punishment of the Hell. So who js 
worthier of your weeping and grief than Allaah that He may accept from you your 
actions? Additionally to this, you do not know whether or not you will awaken in the 
morning, nor whether you will still be here in the evening - will you be given the 
good tidings of Paradise, or the bad news of the Hell-fire? | only want to warn you 
oh my brother, of this fearful hazard. It is not good that you should be happy 
because of your kith and kin, your wealth or your children. It is the most 
astonishing thing that you should carry on being inattentive, running after vain lusts, 
wasting your time in neglecting these most important affairs, for you are being 
driven at a barbaric pace towards death, day and night, hour-by-hour, like the wink 
of an eye. You should expect, oh my brother, your time - death may come at any 
moment; do not be careless of this great danger which may meet you. Most surely 
you must at last taste death. Your time of death may come in the morning or in the 
evening. You will be separated from all that you owned - either you w 
rewarded with Paradise or punished in the Hell. Narrations and stories of both ¢ 
these are plenteous. Oh my brother! Did you not hear the words of tr 
slave: “| am surpnsed about the Hell-fire. The one who would run away { 

how does he sleep? And | am surprised concerning the Paradise. The 

desires it - how does he sleep? For, by Allaah swt! If you neither desire Paradise 
nor fear the Hell-fire, then you are destroyed and grievious will be your sorrow 
ceaseless your grief and without limit your tears; you will be one of the distressed 
tne punished ones. So if you claim that you are one of those who ask protection 
from the Fire and desire Paradise, then attempt for that which you seek and do not 
be misguided by your worldly lusts.” Know - may Allaah be merciful which you - 
that Isiaam is in retreat, knowledge is decreasing and disappearing; it has been 
narrated from the Prophet A+_/ —~)/- that He said: 


“\slaam started with only a few believers and it will again be a 
when it started.” (Muslim and Tirmidhee) 


thas also been narrated that he A+ ~'L- said: 
“The best of my nation is the generation to whom | was sent, the 
who would come after them, then those who would come after the: 


those who would come after them - and the rest would get worse 
Last Day.” (similar hadeeth in Bukhaaree and Muslim) 
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he when nothing will remain from Islaam except the 
an except its words.” (Bayhaqee) 


€ fea € 


Ho 


ispossess you! Do not the Jews and the Christians 
sioran and the Injeel?” Replied the man: “Yes 


: nefit them?” 
mgeror Allaah!” (Ahmad, Ibn Maajah, Tirn 


"inthe religious matters generally, and in offering of thel 


The By Can be Classified into three categories, two of which d@ 


fall) The first includes: the Khawaarij (the mi solide sect & 
ieir Views by force) the Rawaafid (the extreme Shee'ites} 
ho Says the Attributes of Allaah are similar to those offing 
aiors. They are arrogant of prayer in congregation andi hey 
eM lusims in the mosques as they brand us as J 


run | after vain desires and lusts, who spend 
nking alcoholic beverages and doing evil deeds) thet 
1e Jamaa’ah - the true group of the Muslims Wi 


sin their mosques. They are the best of the 
est, because of their nghteousness and virtuol 
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movements and acts. A person who offered prayer in the Holy Mosque of Makkah 
during the Hajj season told us: “/ saw a large number of people there preceding the 


Imaam, and they were from all over the world: from Khuraasaan, from Africa, fom® 


Armeeniah and many other countries - as Allaah willed.” 


And we have observed this ourselves. You see the Khuraasaanee, coming all the ™ 
way from Khuraasaan to perform Hajj yet preceding the Imaam when he prays with § 


him. Similarly you notice the Shaamee people (i.e. from Greater Syria), the African, 
the Aijaazee and the others doing likewise. More amazing than this is to see the 


people competing in virtue, coming early to Friday prayer - perhaps some of them § 
prayed Fajr prayer in the congregational mosque, desiring to achieve ™ 
nghteousness, praying: bowing, prostrating, standing, sitting, reciting the Quraan, ¥ 


Calling upon Allaah in hope and in fear - and they maintain so until ‘Asr prayer, after 


which they invoke until Maghrib prayer. But despite all of this, they precede the @ 


Imaam; and this is a deception of Shaytaan. He controls them and decein ves them 


about the reward of their obligatory prayers. They bow and they prostrate along @ 


with the Imaam. And they rise up and go down with him, due to lack of knowledge, 
and the tnck of Shaytaan. They try to attain closeness to Allaah by their voluntary 
prayers, and then they lose the reward of the obligatory prayers. |t was narrated 


“Allaah will not accept a voluntary worship until the obligatory worship 
has been performed.” 


Only the one who does not lose the fundamental thing may expect to attain the 
reward of the earlier attendance. One might be deprived of the extra reward and 
Suffice with the reward for the obligatory act, but not the reverse. Whoever misses 
the reward of the fundamental thing, loses the additional reward too, but whoever 
loses the extra reward but gets the reward of the fundamental, this will be enough 
for him. When you lose the obligatory, while attempting for the voluntary, you are 
like the trader who looks just at his profits without subtracting his capital expenses 
and so he spends all of the ‘profit’ and is left without profit and capital. May Allaah 
(G75 2 shower His Mercy upon the one who observes his brother preceding the 
Imaam in rukoo’ and sujood, or praying poorly by himself and gives advice to him 
commanding him to perform the obligation and preventing him from doing the unfair 
= and does not keep quiet, because giving advice is an obligation, while } 
quiet is a punishable sin. Truly, the Shaytaan desires you to keep 
talking about those things which Allaah has made obligatory upon you and t 
up the common cooperation in righteousness and piety and mutual adv 
which He {ts .__ has ordained upon you. Shaytaan wishes that you be an 
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not o bithose bestowed reward. And he wants the religion t 


do not protect even a single sunnah, nor put out even a a oale 


fAllaah in those issues of which He swt has made 


‘ And do not follow Shaytaan, for truly he is an enemy 
islead you; Allaah jv, <— has told you of this in His 


“7 or 


EN Ete, palecacs 
fc fe — seduce you in the same way as he 
Aadam and Hawa) out of the Paradise. (Qu7:27) 


is Geficiency in prayer from those Muslims to whom 


Sdrand those who go early to pray, from east to west, is 
Seroithe People of Knowledge and Jurists conceming then 
and their ignoring the advising and teaching of good 
Sood and preventing from the evil which are oblig 
iting the mistakes and changing that which is incorrect 
imtcamy On preceding the Imaam and there are man 
i. the People of Knowiedge an and Jurispr wa 


ec 


iledgeable following the ignorant if acting i /iSE 
ligatory upon the scholars and the Junists to tea ch th 


g 


Who notices something evil, should han 
2, 


me enone 


his tongue; if he is unable to do this. he should at least consider it as bad in be lost in Islaam; after it has disappeared nothing will 
of his actions about which the slave of Allaah will be 


his heart; this is the lowest degree of belief.” (Bukhaaree, Muslim and 
Aboo Daawood) 


OF DY not 


The one who wastes his prayer, whether by anticipating the /maan 
perfecting his bowing and prostrating if he offers prayer alone, does a disliked 
action, because he is a thief, as the Holy Prophet «4 ~!\- stated 


i all Upon Him through it, and to tolerantly do all acts of 
Om all acts of disobedience. So order those who are 


They asked: “Oh 


~The worst thief is the one who steals from his prayer.” 
Messenger of Allaah! How does one steal from his prayer?” He A542) 
replied: ~He does not complete his bowing or his prostration 
Maalik and Daarimi) 


He who steals from his prayer must be censured by whoever notices hin 
must give him advice. What if a thief were to steal a dirham (a cc 
whoever saw him not be obligated to rebuke him? The one who stea 
prayer is a worse thief than the one who steals a dirham. |t has been r 
Ibn Mas'ood ~+ ~' ~ that he stated: “Whoever observes a person pray 


and does not prevent him participates with him in his sin and his discr 


L ~\rebuked them by threatening to burn their houses, 
inattendance of the prayer were not a major sin, he would 


It is related from Bilaal ibn Sa’d, that he said: “The hidden sin harn 
but if it is committed openly and not prohibited, it will harm the wt 
destroys the whole society for they have ignored what is obligatory 
which is to censure and to change in public committed sins. So if a per 
poorly where nobody sees him, thus wasting the reward of his prayer d 
completing his rukoo’ or his sujood, the sin is only upon him. But if he 
where people can take notice of him and nobody censures him nor fort 
then all of them are sinners. So, oh Slaves of Allaah! Fear Allaat 
matters, in particular your prayer, and complete them and advise your br 
offer it correctly. It is the last thing of your religion, so hold fast to it. A 
Lord has mentioned it from the deeds of obedience, which He has made obligatory 
upon you, so complete the commission with which your Prophet h ny 


informed you. It is narrated from the Prophet A+ ~'\that 


‘Umar bin al-Khattaab was the caliph, he knew the 
n the congregational prayers and so he went to: 
ent. He called out the man, he emerged and Un 
at did stop you from attending the prayer?” He 
der of the Muslims! If | had not heard your call, | 


jered: ‘| could not have come out.” ‘Umar ra 


“The last advice which he bestowed upon his people before 
world was: “that you fear Allaah in your prayers and regardin 
your right hands are owners of (slaves).’” (Ahmad, Nasaa ex 


Maajah) 


o>) 
Nw 


ignored the call of the man who has more rightful to be answered than | - Allaah’s § 
caller for the prayer.” 


forward on the Day of Judgement dragging his 
utter: =O my Lord: This man betrayed me.” The 
By your Power I did not deceive him, 
Sinvhis wealth.” The first will say again: “He has 
Sivord but he used to observe me committing sins 
© from doing so.” (Al-Mundhir) 


lt has also been reported from ‘Umar that he noticed the absence of some people 
from the prayer and he stated: 


“What is wrong with the people who are absent from the prayer, causing others to 
follow their example? Either they come to the mosque or | will send someone fo 
strike over their necks.” And then he said: “Attend the prayer! Attend the prayer! 


Narrated from ‘Abdullaah bin Umm Maktoom: 


A lost Powertul. And do not delay advising him t met ‘even 
icteyou or harm you or show hostility to you, for truly, it is 
Guild be your enemy today than that he should drag you 
land argue against you in front of the Most Powerful and 
credible place. Tolerate his ae today for Allaah’s 


“O Allaah’s Messenger! | am an old man while my sight is weak and my body is 
feeble and my home is very far. Between me and the mosque there are palm trees 
and narrow valley - is there a permission for me to offer prayer at home? 


The Prophet A+—b <i asked him: “Do you hear the adhaa He 


answered: ~Yes. The Prophet saw said: “Then respond to it.” (Bukhaaree 
and Muslim) 


We the Last Day. If you notice a man praying a voluntary 
sstraighten his back between rukoo’ and sujood, it is 


The Messenger of Allaah 2.4 —)'» did not allow a feeble, old, blind person, who 
lived far from the mosque and whose path was full of hurdles, such as a narrow 
valley and palm trees, to be absent from the congregational prayer. |f it were 
allowed for anyone to absent himself from the prayer, the Messenger A, | 
would have allowed this feeble, old, blind person to do so. Therefore you must from the mistakes committed by the ignorant is that the 


threaten those who do not come to pray in the mosque, because they do a great sin 
in not doing so. And you are their associates in this major sin if you do not give 
them advice and admonish them when you can do so 


Githey do not make the rukoo’ or the sujood properly ngy 
dihey think that it does not matter because they are on 
fayer and that they will be rewarded for it. But that is i 
Dever prays a voluntary prayer, it is obligatory for hiniiE 
tly, just as it is obligatory for a person who wearsiae 
Ncloth) to perform Hajj perfectly, although it may 
ver went hunting while wearing /hraam during hiss 
ition for it. Similarly, if a man were to fast a volun 
ftemoon, he would be obliged to make up for fia 


It has been related by Aboo Dardaa’, from Ibn Mas'ood, that he said: “Truly 
Allaah, has legislated a Sunnah for every Prophet. And He {ui , «. has legislated 
for your Prophet; part of that Sunnah is to pray five times a day in cong) 

Now | have come to know that every one of you has a ‘mosque’ in his | 
should not pray there, as you will be abandoning the Sunnah of your Pr 
you neglect the Sunnah of your Prophet you will have gone astray 


led'evidences that a voluntary fast does not have to be mia 

8 one who is observing fast voluntarily is in charge of hint 
tand if you wish you can break your fast.” (Narrated 
fding to the narrations it is just preferable to fast again ford 
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So fear Allaah, and order the absentees to pray in congregation. |f you do not do 
So you will be blameworthy of sin and will be partner in their sin too and you will not 
be protected from the Fire. This is due to your abandoning the obligation o 
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Likewise, a man who gives a coin as charity to a poor person and then takes it back 
is obliged to return it to the poor. Every nonobligatory act contains obligatory acts, 
which must be performed completely and perfectly; and the worshipper makes them 
obligatory upon himself as soon as he starts the act of worship, whereas if he had 
not begun that act there would be nothing incumbent upon him. So if you see 


someone praying an obligatory or voluntary prayer, advise him to offer it correctly 
and perfectly; if you do not, you will be branded as a sinner (May Allaah save you 
and us). 

Some arrogant and ignorant people say: “There is no obligation or sin upon the 
one who precedes the /maam due to forgetfulness.” For evidence, they quote a 
hadeeth, which says: 

“There is no obligation upon those who follow the /maam to perform the 
sujood as-sahoo (prostration of forgetfulness).” 

It is true that this was related, but they mistook in understanding its meaning. Its 
meaning is: Whoever stands when he should sit, or sits when he should stand, or 
forgets whether he has prayed three or four rak‘aat, or forgets to make fakbir, is not 


obliged to make the sujood as-sahoo. This does not apply to one who prec 
the /maam. Nothing has come to us on the authonity of the Prophet 4.4 xi 
the Companions about this issue, whether the praying person precedes the /maa 
intentionally or forgetfully. The Prophet A> ~/l- said 


oO 


"Does not one of you fear that if he raises his head before 1 
Allaah may change his head into that of a donkey?” (Bukhaaree & M 


He did not say: “unless he does it forgetfully." Nor did he oblige him to prostrate 
the forgetfulness prostration. Ibn Mas'ood said: “You have neither offered prayer 
alone nor followed your Imaam.” He did not say: “unless you did it forgetfully.” Nor 
did he oblige him to make the prostration of forgetfulness. And |bn ‘Abbaas also 
Said: “You have neither offered prayer alone nor with the Imaam.” He did not sa 
“unless you did it forgetfully.”. Nor did he oblige him to make sujood a 
instead he struck him and ordered him to pray again 


“Whoever raises his head and bows before the Imaam - his forelock 


Shaytaan’s hand.” He did not say: “unless he does so forgetfully. Nor did he order 


him to prostrate the sujood as-sahoo. 


And Salmaan stated 


and ae and pote! Companions 


' Sujood as-sahoo. This has been narrated in many 
Stand his Sahaabah and this is the way of the 


wh iether due to forgetfulness or va Sujood as-sahoo 
ow could it expiate, when he observes the /maam going 
5 quickly, going into sujood before him? How could it 
"still in sujood but raises his head before him? How 
00d'when he sees the /maam is going to do so while the 

dmaam finishes reciting, so he bows before the Imaam 
4S an obligation upon him in all these cases to wait for 
ore llowing him. There is no place for sujood as-sahoo in 
IS nO) rexpiation with the sujood as-sahoo for this mistake 
ordered it nor did his Sahaabah. Instead they 


it in his heart. Let the ignorant man beware J@f 
; himself with sujood as-sahoo that which cannot B be 


Likewise, a man who gives a coin as charity to a poor person and then takes it back 
is obliged to return it to the poor. Every nonobligatory act contains obligatory acts, 
which must be performed completely and perfectly; and the worshipper makes them 
obligatory upon himself as soon as he starts the act of worship, whereas if he had 
not begun that act there would be nothing incumbent upon him. So if you see 
someone praying an obligatory or voluntary prayer, advise him to offer it correctly 
and perfectly; if you do not, you will be branded as a sinner (May Allaah save you 
and us). 


Some arrogant and ignorant people say: “There is no obligation or sin upon the 
one who precedes the /maam due to forgetfulness.” For evidence, they quote a 
hadeeth, which says: 


“There is no obligation upon those who follow the /maam to perform the 


sujood as-sahoo (prostration of forgetfulness).” 


It is true that this was related, but they mistook in understanding its mear ing. ts 
meaning is: Whoever stands when he should sit, or sits when he should stand, or 
forgets whether he has prayed three or four rak’aat, or forgets to make fakbir, is no 
obliged to make the sujood as-sahoo. This does not apply to one who prec edes 
the Imaam. Nothing has come to us on the authority of the Prophet A, !l+ or 
the Companions about this issue, whether the praying person precedes the Ir 
intentionally or forgetfully. The Prophet A+—4 ~i- said 


"Does not one of you fear that if he raises his head before the /maam, 
Allaah may change his head into that of a donkey?” (Bukhaaree & Muslim) 


He did not say: “unless he does it forgetfully.” Nor did he oblige him to prostrate 
the forgetfulness prostration. Ibn Mas’ood said: “You have neither offered prayer 
alone nor followed your Imaam.” He did not say: “unless you did it forgetfully.” Nor 
did he oblige him to make the prostration of forgetfulness. And Ibn ‘Abbaas also 
Said: “You have neither offered prayer alone nor with the Imaam.” He did not say 
“unless you did it forgetfully.” Nor did he oblige him to make sujood as-sahoo - 
instead he struck him and ordered him to pray again. And Salmaan stated 
“Whoever raises his head and bows before the Imaam - his fore n 
Shaytaan’s hand.” He did not say: “unless he does so forgetfully. Nor did he order 
him to prostrate the sujood as-sahoo. 


Bi and Umar-i. and other Companions 
lorget to recite in the first two rak’aat, reciting instead 
en they should stand or stand when they should sit 
ey did sujood as-sahoo. This has been narrated in many 


ales quickly, going into sujood before him? How could it 
am Still in sujood but raises his head before him? How 
jjood when he sees the Imaam is going to do so while the 
lmaam finishes reciting, so he bows before the /maam 
Mitis an obligation upon him in all these cases to wait for 
lowing him. There is no place for sujood as-sahoo in 
Nexpiation with the sujood as-sahoo for this mistake 
#2" ordered it nor did his Sahaabah. Instead they 


be prayed again, and the Prophet A._l +) made us 
wl ite said: 


i 
st 


ad into that of a donkey.” 


not complete his prayer and is ignorant in it and he 
p of it in his heart. Let the ignorant man beware @f 
iS himself with sujood as-sahoo that which cannot bg 
8 burden of his sins and those whom he guides astray 
nit stance which none of the righteous would follow. Sof 
oh s aves of Allaah - because it is the last thing of yok 


“sixty years and yet he has no prayed 
* It was asked: “How can that be 
his rukoo’ but does not complete hist SU 
(od but does not complete his rukoo’™ 


‘For how long have you been offering prayer in this way?” 


“For forty years.” Hudhayfah said: “Y, He rep| 
hy - YOu have not pra plied 
die in this state you will have died upon other than the ee, eee i 
aam.” |t 


is also reported concerning lbn Mas’ood that: 


‘He was speaking to some of the Companions, wh 
talking. They asked him: “What interrupted you aia, a ne stopped 
Rahmaan?” He said: “I see the strangest thing! | see two “te mee wu 
will not look at, and the second, Allaah will not accept his prayer.” Th @ Mist, Allaah 
Who are they?” he replied: “Regarding the first, he is the one ne ie 
pride. And conceming the second, whose prayer will not be acce pees with 
one who is praying without completing his rukoo’ and sujood.” pted, he is the 


It has been narrated in Bukhaaree and Muslim: 


~A man entered the mosque and prayed, then sat with the Prophet 
fab site and he A4~4 ail¢ asked him: a 

“Have you prayed, oh so and so?” He said: 

“Yes, oh Allaah’s Messenger.” He Aa wile told him: 

“Stand up and pray again.” Then the man repeated it. Then he sat 
with the Prophet A, x/l- again. He Ao ile asked him: 

“Have you prayed, oh so and so?” He said: 

“Yes, O Allaah’s Messenger.” 

“You have not prayed, stand up and repeat it.” He prayed again, 
and after three or four times, the Prophet saw taught him to offe 
prayer perfectly. After that he offered prayer in the way taught to him 


by the ProphetA+— ile.” 


May Allaah the Almighty guide us to the night path and lead us to pray properly 
according to the Sunnah! 
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